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There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held this date, 
January 22, 2019, at the Council's regular meeting place, 400 Lea Joyner Memorial Expressway, City Council 
Chambers/City Hall Building, Monroe, Louisiana. 
                                
The Honorable Gretchen Ezernack, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order and asked the Council Clerk, Ms. 
Carolus Riley to call the roll.  
 
Council members present for roll call: Mr. Michael Echols, Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack, Ms. Juanita Woods, Mr. 
Kenneth Wilson, Mr. Eddie Clark. 
 
Council members absent: None. 
 
The Invocation was done by Councilman Wilson’s designee, Minister Vivian Jenkins, Pastor of Ministry 
Recovery Systems; the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Wilson. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack welcomed each one present to the council meeting tonight and asked that all cell phones would 
be placed on silent; she commented to those who wanted to speak during citizens participation, to sign in at the 
back and at the end of meeting, each participant would be given three minutes.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS & SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
1.  Mr. Echols welcomed each one present; he announced the trip to Washington, D.C. by delegates from 
Council, the administration and other entities that will talk about projects including drainage, Calypso pump 
station, Milhaven road, Kansas Lane connector; he announced the upcoming budget hearings during the months 
of February and March to hopefully get it approved before April and  after the budget hearings, he will be 
working on his district one community meetings that will be held at St. Albans and within the Garden District 
and would anticipate this to happen sometime in May and Ms. Benjamin will be assisting with these meetings.     
 
2.  Ms. Woods welcomed each one present and asked that Ms. Bernadine Jones, a pioneer of the city would be 
kept in everyone’s prayers; Ms. Jones was a community activist and recently died; Ms. Woods thanked Chief 
Ellis and his staff in regard to the dilapidated housing where individuals use them as havens to congregate and 
do bad things in the community and the community has to get the dilapidated houses out of the community.  
She said Chief Ellis is always there when she calls, along with Chief Williams.  She congratulated Councilman 
Wilson on receiving the Humanitarian Award from the MLK Foundation for NELA; she wished a happy 
belated birthday to the Council’s Clerk, Ms. Riley; Ms. Woods invited ministers who live in District 3 to a 
meeting of the minds on Thursday, January 24, 2019 at Powell Street Community Center beginning at 5:30 p.m.  
this is the first of several as try to reclaim and revitalize, try to change the behaviors of the people in the 
community; she said until behaviors are changed, it doesn’t matter how many groups and organizations go out 
and pick up trash, that it will go right back; she asked that the ministers would  have this as a part of the 
conversation that they are having with their congregations; she also invited concerned citizens to this meeting 
and they will talk about how to change things in the community. 
 
3.  Mr. Wilson welcomed each one present and thanked Pastor Jenkins for doing the pray, as she will come 
whenever he calls; he asked for continued prayers for Ms. Berna Dean Jones for her work and ask that others 
will step up and continue the work that she has done; he thanked Ms. Rowena Cherry and Ms. Gloria Cole as 
they have been talking about taking the block back, and last week began by going door to door; families that 
live on South 3rd want change and they have been leading the charge to renew the pride back on the Southside.  
 
4.  Mr. Clark welcomed each one that was present and thanked them for coming to the Council meeting.  
 
5.  Mayor Mayo was absent; Mr. Tom Janway was present on his behalf and had no special announcements. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack thanked Chief Ellis and officers for the meeting at the safety center with some particular 
neighborhoods in her district where there were concerns and had a nice showing from the citizens as well as the 
business owners that came up with a plan and everyone is on board.  
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 Upon a motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Mr. Wilson, the minutes of the Legal and Regular session of 
 January 8, 2019 were approved unanimously. (There were no public comments)  

 
PRESENTATION:  
 
Water System Improvement Program: Kim Golden, City Engineer, Sean Benton, Water Manager 
Burns & McDonnell Engineers 
 
Kim Golden, City Engineer commented on the purpose of the presentation was for the purpose of coming to 
give a presentation based upon the previous community meetings that were held to hash things out, it was a 
challenging time for everyone and some made difficult votes and in the context she said they made the promise 
to be accountable for the money and to be transparent on how the money is spent and to come before Council 
on a periodic basis with updates and this is why they are present tonight, with this first presentation; she 
explained the water system improvement plan has to components and one has to do with the water treatment 
plant where they are both expanding and renovating the existing one and are taking the 12 million gallon day 
rated plant up to 24; the second component consists of the distribution system, the water tanks, valves, and 
everything outside of the water treatment plant.  She passed out sheet information to Council members and 
explained that information.  Ms. Golden introduced Sara Tuett, Burns & McDonnell Engineers who would 
make a power point presentation. 
 
Sara Tuett, Project Manager with Burns & McDonnell Engineers presented a Power Point Presentation update 
on the progress of the water treatment facility renovation and expansion project. 
 
Sean Benton, Water Manager thanked everyone for their support in moving the project forward; he said in 2017 
and 2018, they did 3.5 million dollars of projects in house work and with the rate increase, they are able to do 
more work with the expansion, with the first treatment plant being built and put on line in 1927, the second 
treatment plant in 1968 and this is the third treatment plant to be completed in 2023; distribution projects are 
also being done in everyone’s districts and are analyzing what is critical and how to get to it. 
 
Mrs. Ezernack thanked everyone for their work and look forward to their progressing along. 
                       

          PUBLIC HEARINGS:     NONE.  
          
PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS:      Public Comment:      

1.  113 Richmond Street (D4) (Owners-John Bennett & Ingrid P. Gray) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second 
by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved for property to be condemned and deemed a blighted property and the 
property owner to be given 30 days or February 23, 2019, in which to bring the structure into compliance with 
the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot. (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  There was service; Mrs. Robinson stated the structure did burn in April, last year and numerous 
attempts have been made to contact Ms. Gray and they failed, it has burned and it is opened for public entry, 
and asking that it be condemned; Mr. Wilson noted he visited the area today and did speak with neighbors 
regarding the opened structure; Mr. Wilson asked for the total number that have been condemned, but haven’t 
been torn down; Ms. Robinson said she didn’t know, but asked him to get with her on tomorrow. 
 
2.  1908 Powell Avenue (D3) (Owner-Willie H Lawson Est c/o Daisy Lawson) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, 
second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved for property to be condemned and deemed a blighted 
property and the property owner to be given 60 days or March 23, 2019, in which to bring the structure into 
compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot. 
 
There was service; Mrs. Robinson stated they have tried working with the property owner’s daughter, she 
started doing some work and unfortunately the work did not suffice, and it doesn’t suffice for compliance; Ms. 
Leslie Hayes, daughter spoke regarding the property, stating they were currently working on the property and 
will begin doing outside work on the property soon; Ms. Woods said she drove by the property today and 
looked at it and asked if anyone would be living in the property; Ms. Hayes said her brother moved back from 
Michigan and he will be living there; Ms. Woods proposed to condemn the property and would give them 60 
days and once they do work on it, and to stay in contact with Ms. Robinson and to get Ms. Hayes telephone 
number before she leaves and the goal is not to tear it down, but to revitalize the community is what the city 
wants.  Ms. Hayes asked if the pictures of the property shown were recent pictures, because work has been done  
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on it, because it wasn’t looking like that in the beginning.  Ms. Robinson asked that Ms. Hayes would come into 
the office in the morning or as soon as possible and sign an agreement with them stating that she will make the 
necessary repairs and she will need permits, due to the roof damage; Ms. Woods asked Ms. Hayes if her brother 
was here and said that they both could go and do the good faith agreement.  Ms. Woods asked that Ms. 
Robinson would get Ms. Hayes contact information so that they could all work together. 
 
3.  1905 Olive Street (D3) (Owner-Veola W Garner-Gaines c/o Beverly Toombs) Upon a motion by Ms. 
Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved for property to be condemned and deemed a blighted 
property and the property owner to be given 30 days or February 23, 2019, in which to bring the structure into 
compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot.  (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  There was service; Mrs. Robinson stated they had contact with Ms. Toombs and she advised them 
that her intentions were to demolish the structure and she has made some form of arrangements with statewide 
demolition and they were unable to provide the service and as of tonight haven’t heard anything from Ms. 
Toombs and the structure is crumbling on the piers and are asking for condemnation; Ms. Woods asked when 
was the last time they had communication from Ms. Toombs; Ms. Robinson said it was October 9.   
 
4.  601 Breard Street (D4)(Owners - WJB Breard Limited Partnership, Iberia Bank Commercial Lending, WJB 
Inc c/o William H Broyles, II) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved 
for property to be condemned and deemed a blighted property and the property owner to be given 30 days or 
February 23, 2019, in which to bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and 
clean the lot.  
 
Comments:  There was service; Mrs. Robinson stated that she has been in contact with Mr. JB Ashley, manager 
of the property and Mr. Ashley has kept her updated on the plans and she was informed that they planned to 
demolish and level out everything and clean the property within ten days; they have to come through them for 
the demolition permit; Mr. JD Ashley, general manager, Monroe Warehouse company stating that he has been 
with the company 4.5 months and this was on his list to take care of and spoke with his contractor today and he 
will start the process tomorrow and within ten days it will be cleaned up down to the foundation; Mr. Wilson 
thanked Mr. Ashley for moving swiftly as the property has been there for many years; Mr. Ashley stated they 
have another property at 1501 DeSiard Street that they are working on and has hired the same contractor to take 
care of the property. 
 
5.  1609 South 6th Street (D4)(Owner Curtis L. Stewart0) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson 
and unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  Ms. Robinson stated the item was removed due to the owner pulling permits and having made 
tremendous effort to bring it into compliance; he has reroofed, gutted it and are only needing to do the 
electrical. 
 

 ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS: 
       
     Public Comment 
 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to accept the bid of D&J 
Construction of West Monroe, LA for a one (1) year supply contract of Asphalt Ref#2019-00000044 for the 
Public Works Streets Division as recommended by the Director of Administration in the amount of $20,750.00.  
Funds will be derived from the Inventory Account and bill to the divisions accordingly.  The Tax and Revenue 
Division has confirmed that D&J Construction is tax compliant. (There were no public comments). 
 

  RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES:  
         
 Council:     Public Comment:     NONE.             

 
          Department of Administration:    Public Comment:    NONE. 

 
Department of Planning & Urban Development:     Public Comment: 
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(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7356, rescinding Resolution #7316 authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to enter in a Housing Rehabilitation 
contract by and between the City of Monroe and 4308 White Street (DC’s Designs) in the amount of $30,371 
from CDBG b-16-mc-22-0005-e-408, and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public 
comments). 

Comments:  Ms. Woods asked the reason for the change of contractors; Ms. Baldwin stated that the contractor 
could not obtain a performance bond required and the second lowest bidder got the job and it’s the second 
resolution on the agenda and this one is being rescinded to now award it to the second lowest bidder. 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7357, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a Housing Rehabilitation Contract by and 
between the City of Monroe and 4308 White Street (Bright Construction, LLC.) in the amount of $30,371.00 
from CDBG b-16-mc-22-0005-e-408, and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public 
comments). 

Comments:  Ms. Woods asked the process for when the residents are notified of being awarded the grant funds; 
Ms. Baldwin said she would defer the question to Ms. Downs, who is currently out of town, but do believe they 
are notified and do have to sign an agreement.  Ms. Woods said she asked because she visited the recipients of 
this project and that they had no idea they were to receive the funds. Ms. Baldwin said she assumed it was 
before, but since Ms. Woods is saying that she met with them, then it is after and they are called in and sign an 
agreement before the work begins and the agreement was recently updated. 

Legal Department:    Public Comment:    NONE.  
 

 Mayor’s Office:     Public Comment:    NONE.  
 
Department of Public Works:    Public Comment:    NONE. 
 
Department of Community Affairs:      Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7358, approving and authorizing an agreement by and between the City of Monroe and McKoin’s Generator 
Service for a Preventative Maintenance Service Agreement and further providing with respect thereto. (There 
were no public comments). 

Police Department:      Public Comment:     NONE.  
  

       Fire Department:     Public Comment:     NONE.   

          Engineering Services:       Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7359, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute Supplemental Agreement No. 1 to a 
contract with Denmon Engineering, to provide Professional Engineering Services for the Oregon Trail 
Protective Levee Project and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments). 

Comments:  Mrs. Ezernack said Engineering did provide them with the final numbers which did not change, 
having to break out the permits.  
 
Mr. Clark asked that someone explain what is going on in Oregon Trail; Ms. Golden stated the project would be 
the building of a flood wall, parallel to Nutland Road and protect the neighborhood from backwater coming 
from Young’s Bayou and the Airport canal.   

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7360, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute a Right of Way Agreement with Omega Rail Management 
for the Venable Lane and Century Village Entrance Road Project and further providing with respect thereto. 
(There were no public comments). 
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 INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:  
        

(a) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Introduce an 
Ordinance extending and enlarging the boundaries of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, providing for the 
recordation of the entire boundary as amended: establishing the effective date thereof, and providing further 
with respect thereto. Applicant – Dilbagh Singh (P&Z). 
 
Comments:  Ms. Brandi Chambless and Mr. Dilbagh Singh were present; she stated this project consisted of the 
building of a convenience store on lots 1,2,3 and lot 3 was in Monroe City and lots 1,2 were in the Parish; lot 4 
is being considered in this agenda item; Mrs. Ezernack asked for the location of this lot; Ms. Chambless stated 
that the location of this lot was to the north on the southbound lane of 165, the corner of Teakwood and 165, the 
southbound lane, the corner of Teakwood would be 1,2,3 and 4 to the north. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and authorizing the Clerk to publish  
notice of a Public Hearing to zone a ±.39 acre tract of land presently located in Ouachita Parish to B-4, Heavy 
Commercial District. This property presently does not have a zoning classification as it is being annexed into 
the city and is more particularly described as follows - Lot 4, Square 2, Dysart Addition less Parcel #4-24 And 
otherwise known as 4301 Sterlington Road. APPLICANT - Dilbagh Singh (MA 100-19) (P&Z).  
 
Comments:  Ms. Brandi Chambless said this was the second part to having it rezoned to B-4, having it all the 
same; Mr. Clark asked for the location of the proposed store; Ms. Chambless said it was on 165 North, on the 
southbound lane, corner of Teakwood and 165.  Ms. Woods asked for an explanation of what a heavy 
commercial district; Ms. Poret said the B-3 was for a general average and B-4 was for more manufacturing, 
warehousing and it allows for everything in a B-3, gas stations, businesses, offices. 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and authorizing the Clerk to publish 
notice of a Public Hearing to rezone a ±47 acre tract of land from the B-3, General Commercial/Business 
District to the B-4, Heavy Commercial District, presently located in Ouachita Parish: (This is a request to 
rezone the area bounded by Lamy Lane, Armand Street, N 32nd Street, Desoto Street, N 30th Street and 
Evangeline Street).  APPLICANT - City of Monroe (MA 101-19) (P&Z).  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Ms. Joanne Poret commented, 707 North 30th Street was remitted from the list of addresses and it 
can be added. 
 
(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and authorizing the Clerk to publish 
notice of a Public Hearing to create Century Village Planned Unit Development, Phase 1A, a ±14.449 acre tract 
of land, presently located in Ouachita Parish and more particularly described as follows: Lots A1-A7, of the 
proposed Century Village Planned Unit Development, Phase 1A. 
APPLICANT - Southern Lifestyle Development (PUD 100-19) (P&Z) (There were no public comments). 
  
(e) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and authorizing the Clerk to publish 
notice of a Public Hearing to create Century Village Planned Unit Development, Phase 1B, a ±16.817 acre tract 
of land, presently located in Ouachita Parish and more particularly described as follows - Lots B1-B4, of the 
proposed Century Village Planned Unit Development, Phase 1B.  
APPLICANT - Southern Lifestyle Development (PUD 101-19) (P&Z) (There were no public comments). 
 
(f) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Introduce an 
Ordinance amending Chapter 25 Section 25-64 Entitled “General Fees and Charges” of the Monroe City Code, 
and further providing with respect thereto. (Comm.Aff.) (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  Ms. Woods asked for an explanation on the agenda item; Mrs. Ezernack asked if anyone was 
present from the River market and there was none present; Ms. Baldwin stated that she requested the River 
market to provide the redline version to show what is being changed and do know they added the 501c3 to the 
list and did take out certain areas that aren’t used; they removed what they don’t currently use and added 
provisions for non-profits and this is currently not in place; reduced fees for non-profits and will have them to 
submit the redline, to show what they have changed; Ms. Woods asked if they would have this before it comes  
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back to Council meeting, and Ms. Baldwin said yes; Mr. Clark said he would vote to introduce it, but would 
need to look at it before he votes on it; Mr. Echols asked what would prohibit the booth renters from going 
across the street and setting up on the sidewalk; Ms. Baldwin answered, nothing that she was aware of.   
 

 RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION AND 
 SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEARING:  
  Public Comment: 
  

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,906, amending Chapter 36 Section 23.1, relative to the Utility Operation Division’s Customer Service 
Policies and Procedures, of Monroe City Code, and further providing with respect thereto. (Admin.) 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
Comments:  Mrs. Ezernack thanked everyone that were involved with reviewing, changing, and updating, it was 
a long process and do appreciate the efforts and this is a good policy that we have in place; Mr. Echols thanked 
Ms. Rowell, Mr. Simmons, Mr. Benton and everyone else involved including the Legal department; this makes 
business and doing business in Monroe easier and if we continue to focus on policies and tweaks like this, we 
can certainly speed up business and make the consumers lives easier as they go out for services. 

 
(b) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,907, amending Ordinance No. 11,832 with American, Airlines, Inc. authorizing a lease with American 
Airlines, Inc. with the City of Monroe/Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with respect thereto. 
(Airport) 
 
Comments:  Mrs. Ezernack asked Ms. Baldwin to comment on the change to the Ordinance; Ms. Baldwin 
commented a correction change to the Ordinance in Article 9, should read, if lessee exercises the one available 
two-year option and it will be corrected before the amended lease agreement is signed.   
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,908, amending Ordinance No. 11,833 with United Airlines, Inc. authorizing a lease with United 
Airlines, Inc. with the City of Monroe/Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with respect thereto. 
(Airport) 
 
Comments:  Mrs. Ezernack stated the same notation would be made in this final version of the Ordinance.   
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
(d) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,909, amending Ordinance No. 11,831 with Delta Airlines, Inc. authorizing a lease with Delta Airlines, 
Inc. with the City of Monroe/Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with respect thereto. (Airport)  
 
Comments:  Mrs. Ezernack stated the same notation would be made in this final version of the Ordinance.   
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
(e) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,910, declaring the condition of Pump No. 1 at the Oregon Trail Storm Water Pump Station an 
Emergency necessitating immediate replacement and further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
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          CITIZENS PARTICIPATION: 
 

1.  K-9 disseminated information to each Council member; he mentioned young lady being shot in the head and 
asked that Council members would visit with them, if possible and rules allow; he commented about his 
upcoming event and invited each one to attend and get more involved in the community to see how people 
aren’t treated fair; the first murder was on January first and it is getting worse; he thanked Mr. Honeycutt for 
riding through third street.  It is time to start doing what is right for the Southside. 
 
2. Ieshea Jones disseminated information to each Council member and spoke on behalf of her company, 
Direnzic Technology Consulting, LLC and what the company offers, as it is a technology issues management 
consulting firm and a certified DBE for the last five years; she had the opportunity to work with the City water 
department and continues to look for opportunities, as it has been difficult to get opportunity and wanted to 
share with the city what she offers; Mr. Clark thanked Ms. Jones for coming to the meeting and also for 
reaching out to him on last week and sharing her DBE certification status with him and her inability to get work 
with the city and that he wasn’t happy about it; he asked her to come tonight to speak tonight and introduce 
herself; Mr. Clark said he understands that she has met with different people in administration in hopes of 
showing her credentials, she lives here and is looking to do business with the city and meets all the 
requirements; he said it is a sad day when a minority can’t get some business in the City of Monroe, especially 
when she is a qualified DBE and he asked that the Council would look into it, not only for Ms. Jones but for 
other DBE’s and companies that are here and ensure that we are playing at a level playing field, and are 
allowing people, not just certain businesses, but are allowing everyone to get a piece of the pie, not just the 
crumbs.  Mrs. Ezernack asked Ms. Jones to pass out two more pieces of her literature to the other two people at 
the front; Ms. Jones said she didn’t have any more material, but that she had cards that she could give to them; 
Mr. Clark asked that Ms. Jones be directed to the right person over the DBE’s; Ms. Baldwin stated it would be 
Ms. Hill, but that she is out of town at a conference and would speak with her and that she and Ms. Rowell are 
both on the DBE committee.  Mr. Clark stated for the record that he had never met Ms. Jones, personally, and it 
was his first time meeting her, and that she doesn’t owe him anything. 
 
3. Gene Payne, spoke regarding his concerns about the process that took place with the Greyhound bus and feels 
it is a conflict of interest with First Transit, who manages the Monroe Transit system; doesn’t feel the transit 
system is operating as it should be and would like an investigation involving the First Transit and Greyhound. 
 
4.  Steven Adams, commented that he was a driver for Monroe Transit, involved in an injury where the  use of a 
modified seat exploded on his back, causing severe harm, both physically and mentally, causing the city 
thousands of dollars in treatments, therapy; there were 10-20 passengers were on the bus; he doesn’t know what 
caused the explosion, but speculation is that used after market parts were used and if he had wrecked the bus, it 
would have caused the city a lot of money; he agree with what Mr. Payne said, that there need to be an 
investigation in Monroe Transit on how funds are used; he says he could have been paralyzed, passengers on 
the bus could have died and this is a serious issues, because tax payers money is involved; he said a thorough 
investigation is needed on what is being done in transit, what type of parts are being used, and if they are new, 
used or refurbished.   
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m., upon a 
motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Mr. Wilson.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack 
Council Chairwoman  
 
Ms. Carolus S. Riley 
Council Clerk 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin 
Council Secretary 
 
*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; 
also, a recording of the minutes can be sent via email to you. 
 

 


